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extra bail of rice is offered for a man who has so broken
caste.1
But now to return to the house. After the men have left,
the women all go to the nearest bathing-place and try
approximately to time their bathing to the moment when the
pyre is lit. They then return home and sit and weep. (We
shall study later the special mourning of the widow.)
As the men approach the house on their return from the
burning-ground, the nearest relatives to the dead say * Om',
and the women reply ' Rama', (Women do not usually repeat
the word ' Om'.)
The funeral party then sit outside the house of the dead
man and weep and console each other till the new head of the
house gives them permission to go. Before entering their own
house, every member of the funeral procession washes his
hands and his feet, and, if it is one of the five inauspicious
days of the month, also bathes completely and washes his
clothes.
Now, and only now, is the son or chief mourner, on whom
all the responsibility for the funeral rested, allowed to weep.
If the death has occurred early in the morning, there is no
time to cook, and so near relatives who are also under sutaka
would ask the mourners to eat in thctr houses.
They would not eat wheaten bread, or milk, or much clarified
butter, and some would not take rice. On the actual day of
the funeral they would not drink tea, and strict people would
not take it or anything sweet for thirteen days*
The rules vary with different families, some not eating rice
and pulse in the evening, and others refusing various favourite
dishes for these thirteen days.
The mourning dress for women in certain parts of India is
black, for young girls blue, saris, whilst men wear white
turbans. In some princely families a white carpet is spread
during the time of mourning.
1 This is not, however, done when a man joins the Brahma or Arya
Samaj.